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Legalization of Illicit Drugs
[bookmark: _GoBack]According to the American Addiction Centers, 19.7 million of the American population older than 11 battled with substance abuse disorder in the year 2017 alone. 38% of the adult population was battling from substance use disorder of illicit drugs the same year. The victims of mental health and substance abuse disorder comprised of 8.5 million, and in some situation included co-occurring disorders (Thomas, 2019). The American Addiction Center statistics demonstrate a loss crime-related issues, healthcare expenses and workplace productivity that add an extra cost to the American society worth $740 billion every year. The affected population is diverse inclusive of all groups, and the lifetime risk of drugs abuse is high. The year 2013 recorded that 48.6% of the population had used illicit drugs in their lifetime (Elkins, 2018), a statistics that is constantly rising wit 2014 recording a 49.2% of the same evaluation. The statistics are the basis for a possible proposed reform on drug laws that seek to disapprove of prohibition and illegalization of drugs in America. The legalization of drugs, however is impractical as a solution for drug abuse.
First and foremost, licit and legalized drugs exist in the market, and statistics show their influence in the drug crisis is vital. The legality status of the drugs did not make them less of a threat and an impediment, but rather fostered creation of additional innovative brands to exploit. Therefore, a plausible option to curb the influence of drugs, both licit and illicit is drug education. The viability and vitality of the education option is shaped by how it is administered to the patients (Midford, et al., 2012). The abusers in this scenario will be perceived as patients and the substance addiction as the ailment. It is such an approach that Midford et al. formulated and demonstrated how effective such a measure is and the relevance of the resources geared towards such an initiative. In their article, they insisted on focus groups and conducting analysis on Intent-to-Treat initiative (Ennett, Tobler, Ringwail, & Flewelling, 2011). Drug educational programs proved effective and recorded productive practices to minimize harm brought about by drugs. 
Legalization is also directly tied to an increase in use and consumption of the illicit drugs. Even if legalization occurs at the state level, the flaccid and cheap prices and procedures involved in smuggling would facilitate sell and transportation all over the 48 states. Therefore, the increase in use and addiction would be at a national scale. The immediate impact of legalization would be brought about by the hype of passing the bill and motivation, but over time that will not be a motivator (Hopfer, 2014). However, legalization will lead to adoption of growth, manufacture, distribution and sale of the drugs, which would, over time become cheaper. Cheaper commodities will attract more clients (Pacula, 2010). The proposals for legalization are numerous and differing which will alter the expectations and directives of the composers and the federal governments bringing about chaos and confusion (Caulkins, Lee, & Kasunic, 2012). The already legal drugs have set a bad precedent against the topic. 
Increase in use and abuse of drugs will lead to a consequential increase in federal funding. Proponents of drug legalization highlight the benefits to reap in the form of taxes in the event of legal drugs. However, legalization would witness a growth in the drug sector and businessmen, quick to make money, would adopt unsafe production or distribution measures. Taking from the precedent of alcohol and nicotine, legalization would lead to a variety of brands in the market with the target market less likely to investigate the content and constituent of their drugs. The same could arise from lack of incorporation of the public health sector in the legalization process of the drugs (Csete, et al., 2016). Legitimization effort will allow for marketing and distribution channels that increase the risk posed by the drugs to the under-age population due to lack of grading of such enterprise schemes. 
It is to this extent that the initiative to legalize drugs creates more risks than solutions. Exposure increases the consensus on the impact such attempts would make on the under-age population. Federal cost is improved in terms of saving but consequential immediate and secondary effects are much more costly, and these grounds are fruitful evaluation on why legalization of illicit drugs is impractical in combating drug and substance abuse. 
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